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Foreword
The Coastal Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments (CZARA) of 1990 require coastal states to develop Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Programs to address polluted runoff within the coastal zone. Nonpoint source pollution is a 
contamination of our waterways, ground water and ocean that results from everyday activities such as 
fertilizing the lawn, walking pets, changing motor oil and littering. With each rainfall, pollutants generated from 
these activities are washed into storm drains that flow into our waterways and ocean. 

By their very nature, marinas, boat yards, and yacht clubs are on the frontline as potential sources of nonpoint 
source pollution.  Unreflective or careless activities at these facilities can contribute to the degradation of our 
waterways.  Marina operation is a complex business that involves diverse activities, many of which can 
contribute to pollution of the environment.  Marina related sources of pollution include stormwater runoff from 
boatyards, drips from fuel docks, discharges from marine heads, and disposal of fish waste by recreational 
anglers.

Rather than address boating and marina related risk through additional regulation, New Jersey is implementing 
a Clean Marina Program, a statewide, voluntary, incentive-based initiative. We call on all marina, boatyard, and 
yacht club operators to embrace the challenge and join the Clean Marina Program to protect our clean water and 
fresh air.  
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 Introduction

Welcome. As a member of New Jersey’s boating community, comprised of 
approximately 540 boatyards and marinas and 205,000 registered vessels, you play 
an important and leading role in keeping New Jersey’s beautiful water clean. The 
goal of the New Jersey Clean Marina Program is to offer information, guidance, and 
technical assistance to marina operators, local government, and recreational boaters 
to facilitate the implementation of the most effective practices available to protect 
New Jersey’s water resources, enhance fish and wildlife habitat, and promote 
environmentally sound boating practices. This Guidebook is an easy-to-use reference 
that will assist you in the day-to-day environmentally responsible operation of your 
marina, boatyard, or yacht club.  In addition, it provides guidance for the long-range 
planning and operation of your business.  By employing the best management 
practices (BMPs) and activities offered in this booklet, you and other marina and 
boatyard operators will contribute to the protection of the resources that draw 
boaters and fishers to  New Jersey’s waters. Additionally, improving the quality of 
New Jersey’s waterways is a good business practice for your marina or boatyard.

The Clean Marina Program is designed to assist marina and boatyard operators to 
protect the resources upon which their livelihood depends: clean water and fresh 
air. These natural assets are essential features of the boating industry. After all, most 
boaters are drawn to the water and nature’s glory. Ironically, activities such as 
boating and fishing associated with the enjoyment of natural wonders can have 
unintended consequences that lead to the degradation of resources. 

The maintenance, operation, and storage of recreational vessels can contribute to 
the pollution of adjacent waters and impairment of local air quality. Contaminants 
include dust from hull maintenance operations, solvents from engine repair shops, 
petroleum from careless fueling practices, sewage discharges from boats, and heavy 
metals from antifouling paints. These pollutants may be deposited directly into 
waterways or they may be carried in by stormwater runoff. Marina design and 
location may also contribute to environmental degradation by disturbing sensitive 
habitats. 

This is not to say that marinas and boaters are the only contributors to environmental 
degradation. Quite the contrary is true. Water quality is impacted by fertilizers and 
pesticides, by industrial discharges, and by our choices of home cleaning products. 
It is affected by sediment washed from cleared land and by stormwater runoff that 
collects oil and heavy metals deposited by our cars.  Consequently, we all must do 
what we can to limit the detrimental environmental consequences of our actions. If 
we each act in an environmentally responsible manner the cumulative result will be a 
cleaner, healthier environment.
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Introduction   
By implementing the best management practices contained in this Guidebook, you demonstrate your 
commitment to environmental stewardship and you will have a beneficial influence on the boating 
experience. Your marina or boatyard will be a safer, healthier place to work. You may save money by 
reducing your costs for materials and for waste cleanup and disposal. You may increase your income by 
renting out equipment such as vacuum sanders and by selling recyclable materials such as aluminum cans 
and office paper. Similarly, cleaner, more efficient equipment will increase your staff’s productivity. Your 
liability associated with waste handling may also be reduced. And, your facility will be more attractive to 
those who care about the health of our water, land, and air. Take pride in your efforts to protect the natural 
resources upon which we all depend. 

The Clean Marina Program promotes clean water and fresh air by providing technical advice and 
educational material to marina operators and boaters. It seeks to encourage informed decision-making that 
reduces boating-related pollution. The Clean Marina Guidebook is written for managers of full service 
marinas with boatyards. 

However, many of the recommendations equally apply to marinas with limited services, independent 
boatyards, and marine contractors. The Guidebook provides advice on the following topics:
• vessel maintenance and repair 
• petroleum control
• sewage handling
• waste containment and disposal
• stormwater management 
• marina management
• marina maintenance and modification 
• siting considerations for new or expanding marinas 
• laws and regulations 
 

Marinas that employ a satisfactory number of the best management practices provided in this Guidebook 
will be distinguished as New Jersey Clean Marinas.  A marina that achieves Clean Marina status will be 
certified in recognition of its environmentally responsible efforts. Certified marinas may display the Clean 
Marina Program logo on their letterhead and advertising, fly a Clean Marina burgee from their property, 
and receive recognition by the Clean Marina Program in publications, on the official New Jersey Clean 
Marina Website (www.njcleanmarinas.org), and at public events. Now is the time to take a leadership 
role in protecting and enhancing the quality of New Jersey’s natural resources. We urge you to join the 
Program. The rewards in terms of both environmental protection and economic enhancement will be well 
worth the effort.

The Clean Marina Pledge

Included with this Guidebook is a Clean Marina Pledge. By signing the pledge you commit to protect 
water quality and coastal resources by preventing and reducing nonpoint sources of pollution. Proudly 
display the original Pledge Card so that your customers can see your dedication to protecting the 
environment. Then send a copy to the New Jersey Sea Grant Office (see Appendix I). 
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 Introduction

How to Use this Guidebook. 

The Clean Marina Guidebook is intended for use both as a reference document and as a means for you to 
assess and score the achievement of best management practices (BMPs) at your facility. Read the chapters 
and sections that refer to the services provided at your marina. Review the list of activities, practices, and 
permits required by law as well as those that are recommended for additional environmental protection 
and conservation of air and water quality and habitat. You will be eligible for recognition as a Clean 
Marina only if your marina complies with all regulatory requirements. Implementation of the 
recommended best management practices is voluntary but by doing so you demonstrate your 
commitment to resource conservation and environmental stewardship. It is this extra effort for which you 
will be honored by the Clean Marina designation. 

As you read through the Guidebook you will find that statements are preceded by a legal scale ( ) or a 
checkmark (). The scale identifies legal requirements and a checkmark indicates recommended 
activities for fulfilling a BMP. You do not have to institute every recommended BMP or activity and some 
may not apply at your facility. Often there are one or more recommended methods by which you can 
fulfill or implement each BMP. Each method has been assigned a value of either 1 or 5 depending on 
“level of difficulty” and overall environmental benefit. As you review each BMP determine which of the 
methods you have employed or are in place at your facility and award yourself the corresponding number 
of points. If a law, regulation, BMP, or one of the means by which to fulfill it do not apply at your facility 
simply mark it as N/A (not applicable). Total the number of points you have earned for each BMP as well 
as the total number of points for each chapter and write it in the spaces provided in the Guidebook. 

You may also keep track of your cumulative points as you complete each chapter. 

A Self-assessment Checklist has been created that corresponds to the chapters, sections, and BMPs in this 
Guidebook. This checklist functions as a summary document allowing you to easily score your facility to 
determine whether it qualifies to be certified as a New Jersey Clean Marina. The Checklist has a simple 
set of directions that explain how to calculate your final score.  

Four Clean Boating Tip Sheets are included in the Guidebook. They address vessel cleaning and 
maintenance, petroleum control, vessel sewage, and waste containment and disposal. Photocopy these 
tip sheets and distribute them to boaters. There is space on each sheet to include your marina’s name and 
logo.

Throughout the book you will find references to additional sources of information. Contact information 
and brief descriptions of services offered by each authority are listed in Appendix I.  Subsequent 
appendices contain information about permitting assistance, sample contract language,  and conservation 
landscaping.
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The Clean Marina Committee 
The Coastal Management Office within the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
(NJDEP) administers the planning and enhancement aspects of New Jersey’s federally approved Coastal 
Management Program.  As a result, the Coastal Management Office leads the implementation of the New 
Jersey Clean Marina Program in coordination with a Clean Marina Committee. This Committee includes 
representatives from government agencies, industry, non-profit groups, academic institutions, who have 
knowledge and expertise in boating and marina operation and management. The Coastal Management 
Office and the Committee have worked together to plan, design, and implement the Clean Marina 
Program. 
Committee members represent:
 • Coastal Management Office, NJDEP
 • New Jersey Marine Sciences Consortium, New Jersey Sea Grant College Program
 • New Jersey Marine Trades Association
 • Jacques Cousteau National Estuarine Research Reserve
 • US Coast Guard Auxiliary
 • Rutgers Extension Program
 • Division of Parks & Forestry, NJDEP
 • Partnership for Delaware Estuary, DELEP
 • Barnegat Bay National Estuary Program
 • Manasquan River Watershed Association

Additional information about the Committee members can be found in Appendix I.

The New Jersey Clean Marina Webpage
Current information regarding the New Jersey Clean Marina Program can be found on the official 
webpage at www.njcleanmarina.org.  Copies of program documents including this Guidebook, the Pledge 
Card, the Self-assessment Checklist, the informational brochure, and others can be downloaded. 
Announcements, newsletters, photographs, answers to frequently asked questions, and more will also be 
available on the site.  
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